THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

rappings. William H. Hyde, a reputable citizen of Clyde,
who owns the house, made an investigation and found an
almost entire human skeleton between the earth and crum-
bling cellar walls, undoubtedly that of the wandering pedlar
who, it was claimed, was murdered in the east room of
the house, and whose body was hidden in the cellar.

Mr. Hyde has notified relatives of the Fox sisters, and
the notice of the discovery will be sent to the National
Order of Spiritualists, many of whom remember having
made pilgrimage to the " Spook House," as it is commonly
called. The finding of the bones practically corroborates
the sworn statement made by Margaret Fox, April u,
il

There was discovered a pedlar's tin box as well as
the bones, and this box is now preserved at Lilydale,
the central country head-quarters of the American
Spiritualists, to which also the old Hydesville house
has been transported.

These discoveries settle the question for ever and
prove conclusively that there was a crime committed
in the house, and that this crime was indicated by
psychic means. When one examines the result of the
two diggings one can reconstruct the circumstances.
It is clear that in the first instance the body was buried
with quicklime in the centre of the cellar. Later the
criminal was alarmed by the fact that this place was
too open to suspicion and he had dug up the body,
or the main part of it, and reburied it under the wall
where it would be more out of the way. The work
had been done so hurriedly, however, or in such
imperfect light, that some clear traces were left, as
has been seen, of the original grave.
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